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Overview of the Economic 

Census and Other  

Economic Programs 



Overview 

• What economic programs does the Census 

Bureau conduct? 

• What data do these programs offer and what 

businesses are covered?  

• Why does Census produce these data?  

• How does Census produce these data? 

• Where can data users find the data?  
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What Economic Programs Does the 

Census Bureau Conduct? 

The Economic Census 

• Every 5 years, on the years ending in “2” and “7” 

 

Economic Surveys and Other Programs 

• Annual (i.e. County Business Patterns) 

• Quarterly (i.e. Quarterly Financial Report) 

• Monthly (i.e. Economic Indicators) 
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What Data Do These Programs Offer? 

Economic Census 

• Over 150 unique industry statistics, including the 

number of businesses, employment, annual payroll, 

and sales 

• National and state-level data for all covered sectors 

• Metro, county, place, and ZIP Code for selected sectors 

• 2- thru 6-digit NAICS codes 

• 18 of the 20 NAICS sectors covered; excluded: 

– Agriculture (covered by USDA/NASS) 

– Governments (covered by Census of Governments) 
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What Data Do These Programs Offer? 

(cont.) 
A Sidebar… the North American Industry 

Classification System (NAICS) 
• Launched in 1997 as part of NAFTA 

• Updated every 5 years 

• Hierarchical 

 Level Example 

Sector 51 Information 

Sub-Sector 515 Broadcasting (except Internet) 

Industry Group 5151 Radio and Television Broadcasting 

Industry 51511 Radio Broadcasting 

U.S. Industry 515112 Radio Stations 
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What Data Do These Programs Offer? 

(cont.) 

Economic Surveys and Other Programs 
• Selected industry statistics (vary by program) 

– County Business Patterns – number of 
establishments, employment, & payroll 

– Monthly Retail Trade – sales & inventories 

• Primarily national-level data 

– State, metro, county, and ZIP Code-level data for 
selected programs 

• 2- thru 4-digit NAICS for most; 2- thru 6-digit for 
selected  
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What Data Do These Programs Offer? 

(cont.) 
Economic Surveys and Other Programs (cont.) 

• Industry statistics by Race, Ethnicity, Gender, and Veteran 

Status available from the Survey of Business Owners 



What Types of Businesses Do These 

Programs Cover? 

Employer Establishments 
• Businesses with 1+ employees (file IRS form 941) 

• Covered by the Economic Census and most of the 
other economic programs 

Nonemployer Establishments 
• Businesses with no paid employees (independent 

contractors) (usually File IRS form 1040 Schedule C) 

• Make up 75% of all businesses in the US but < 4% of 
receipts/revenue 

• Covered by the Nonemployer Statistics program only 
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Establishments vs. Companies 
• Establishment - A store, warehouse, factory, or other 

type of business at a single physical location 

• Company (or firm) – One or more establishments 
under common ownership or control 

 

For most economic programs, data are collected from the 
Establishments of a company 
  

– Gives most accurate data & detailed levels of industry & 
geography 

 

Few programs are Company-based (Quarterly Financial Report) 
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Why Does Census Produce These Data? 

Legal Mandate 

The Economic Census is required by law under 
United States Code, Title 13 

• Authorizes the Census Bureau to conduct a quinquennial 
economic census 

• Also protects confidentiality of individual companies 

• Annual and other programs are voluntary or are 
published from data from administrative sources 

10 



Legal Mandate (cont.) 

Privacy and the United States Code, Title 13 

• Prohibits the Census Bureau from releasing any data that 

would disclose the identity of individual companies 

– Results in suppression of data in published tables 

– Establishment counts and employment ranges shown  



Why does Census produce these data?  

Data Users! 

Public Sector Uses 

• Benchmark for other statistics and surveys (Census 

and other agencies) 

• Track economic change 

• Attract new businesses & assist business development 

Private Sector Uses 

• Study your industry 

• Better understand business markets 

• Evaluate investments 
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How Does Census Produce These Data? 

For the 2007 Economic Census 

• 4.7 million establishments mailed one of over 500 unique    

   forms (tailored to specific industry) 

–  All large & mid-size employers 

– Sample of small employers 

• Electronic response also offered for larger companies 

• Non-response and non-mailed cases imputed using         
  administrative data (IRS) 

• 93% response rate for largest companies, 86% overall 
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How Does Census Produce These Data? 

For the Economic Surveys and Other Programs 

• Statistical random sample used for most programs 

• Administrative data used for County Business Patterns    
  and Nonemployer Statistics 

• Electronic response also offered 

• Non-response and non-mailed cases imputed using  
  administrative data (IRS) 

• Lower response rates in comparison to Census    
  (measures of reliability published) 
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Where Can Data Users Find the Data? 
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Where Can Data Users Find the Data? 

Economic Indicators 
• Accessed by clicking on Economic Indicators link off    

  Census.gov 

• Data released in Press Releases, MS Excel spreadsheets     

  (including historical data), and in new Database system 

• Release calendar available on menu bar at top of page 
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Where Can Data Users Find the Data? 

Economic Programs 
• Accessed by clicking on Business link off Census.gov 

• Includes program links plus selected data in HTML tables  

  and other formats 
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Where Can Data Users Find the Data? 

Economic Census & Surveys  
Now available in the New American FactFinder 
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Contact Information 

Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov 

(301)763-6747 
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